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From Temple to City:  To Heal the Nation 
 
I want to apply some of our lessons of the Ezra-Nehemiah template of restoring the 
people of Israel to our current situation of the church in Southern Africa.  This will 
give is a good indication of what the next great move of God will be to start the "fire 
revival of Africa". 
 
I have been going through a series of blogs on the theme of "come out of Babylon" 
and tying this cry in Rev. 17-19 to the end result of what does it mean to come out of 
Babylon practically and in coming out where are we to head to ?  My answer was that 
the end result of coming out of Babylon in Revelation was the building of the New 
Jerusalem found in Rev.21 & 22.  And the end result of building the New Jerusalem is 
that from it flowed a river of live and fruit and leaves "to heal the nations". 
 
To heal the nations is the next great move of God. My book on the prophetic call of 
God to Southern Africa is that we are going to be the first place on earth where God 
will raise an "ensign" (Is. 18) in the lands beyond the rivers of Ethiopia and all the 
world will be astonished. 
 
My roadmap on how to do this great project is the history and wonderful story of the 
Israelites coming out of Babylon released by Cyrus and the amazing story told in Ezra 
and Nehemiah and the prophets Haggai and Zechariah of the progress of this great 
restoration project of God to build a New Jerusalem on the rubble of the old and to 
have that new Jerusalem be a light to the world from about 400 BC to the coming of 
the Messiah in 29 AD. (Which they failed at by the way!) 
 
Ok now let's see where we are in Southern Africa on this roadmap of God's plan for 
healing our land so we can be a light to the world in these years ahead. 
 
The period from 1948-1988 was a 40 year period of the great outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on all flesh around the world.  This was the period of great miracle revivals. A 
period of incredible missions to all the world by both denominational church missions 
as well as just young people going out and obeying the call of the Lord to preach the 
gospel to all the world and then comes the end. 
 
This outpouring of the Spirit was not only an empowering to the preach the gospel but 
when the Holy Spirit was given room top once again do His work then the gifts of the 
Spirit were able to manifest.  Prominent of the emerging gifts given to the church 
during this time was the restoration of the ministry gifts of the 5-fold ministry: 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, teachers, pastors. 
 



I liken this great move in our Biblical analogy of the great move led by Zerubbabel 
and Joshua the priest to lead the first settler group out of Babylon and into the wasted 
promised land to restore the waste places and regain their lost inheritance. 
 
So lets call this Phase 1:  Coming out of Babylon led by the Spirit to reclaim our 
inheritance in Christ. 
 
Now Phase 2 Came:  Rebuilding the Temple and the Priesthood 
 
Something very interesting happened world wide in the church from about 1988 
onwards.  It was called by different names but the theme was "Reaching Our Cities 
through Saturation Church Planting". 
 
John Wesley and Whitfield during the great revivals of the 1700's were contemporary 
great open air preachers drawing tens of thousands of people. The difference between 
the two was this.  John Wesley organized his great soul winning campaigns into home 
church meetings with elders and oversight for discipling.  They were called 
Methodists.  They had an enduring powerful impact long after the death of Wesley on 
the reformation of England.  Whitfield's converts were never really organized or 
discipled. 
 
The great charismatic movement of the Lord during the 1980's began to realize that 
this great move of God needed to be discipled and grounded in church ministry.  The 
restoration of the 5-fold ministry needed a platform on which to operate their giftings. 
 
What happened was the great "Saturation Church Planting" movements.  Here in 
Southern Africa the Church Planting Alliance was formed consisting of a number of 
church denominations who participated as well as support groups like Afnet, Dawn 
Africa; Africa Ministry Resources, Teasa and others. 
 
The energizing scripture was Haggai 1:7-9 
 
Hag 1:7  Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Consider your ways.  
Hag 1:8  Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; 

and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the LORD.  
Hag 1:9  Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye 

brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the LORD of hosts. 
Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his 
own house.  

 
This was the complaint of the Lord to the colonists in the newly settled community 
around Jerusalem.  Everyone is saved from Babylon, freed and everyone now doing 
their thing, building their homes, their farms, Hey what about the House of the Lord? 
 
The Church Planting Alliance to the Christians of Southern Africa was... 
"How will transformation come if the Church is not present where people 
live....transformation becomes possible to the degree that life-giving churches are 
firmly planted in a community." 
 
This saturation church planting movement had tremendous effect on the rapid spread 
of new churches throughout Southern Africa. 



 
The DAWN 2000 program in Zimbabwe had a goal of doubling the amount of 
churches from 10,000 in 1990 to 20,000 in 2000. They achieved that goal.  
 
In Namibia the Disciple Namibia 2020 National Initiative made similar incredible 
progress.  This was repeated in various church denominations, independent church 
networks and various missions groups. 
 
What is true today of the counties of Southern Africa is that our towns and cities are 
saturated with churches in buildings, homes, store fronts, garages.  I visited a local 
Assemblies of God church pastor in our town in what we call "Hopland" here on the 
West Coast who wanted to expand his church. I asked him as we stood on the street in 
front of the church, "So how many churches are in your neighborhood?" He pointed 
around us to 5 churches in the immediate radius around his church. 
 
With the great church building program and the restoration of the 5-fold ministry into 
the Body of Christ you had now the means and opportunity to do the valuable 
teaching and discipling of the people on a regular basis.  A great army of God could 
now be prepared for the next move of God.  This is basically what has been 
happening from 1990 to the present.  Lots of teaching via the local church, 
conferences, books, internet, videos.  All good platforms for the 5-fold ministry to 
teach the people of God the ways of the Lord. 
 
In my Ezra-Nehemiah template of the move of God this would correspond to the 
second great arrival to the new colony in Judah, the arrival of Ezra and his group in 
458 BC.  Keep in mind the Temple was finally completed in 516 BC about 20 years 
after the arrival of the first settlers with Zerubbabel out of Babylon. 
 
Now Ezra could start his great ministry which was to restore the scriptures to the 
people, teach the people, consecrate the priesthood and teach the priests and restore 
the proper Temple service. 
 
Let's call this the second great move of God.  The discipling movement.   
 
This work of Ezra which started in 458 BC would pave the way for the arrival of 
Nehemiah in 445 BC, about 13 years later for the third great move of God. 
 
Ok let's pause here moment and catch up to where we are now here in Southern 
Africa. We've been through wave one, get out of Babylon and get people saved and 
get them into the Kingdom of God. As I have mentioned before the statistics of 
Southern Africa population groups is that 80% of the people consider themselves and 
of that 80% the majority are Pentecostal or Charismatic. 
 
Phase 1 done.  Phase 2?  Well we have been through a massive "temple" building 
program for the last 30 years where churches have been built everywhere.  And the 
Phase 2 Ezra ministry?  Well South Africa is the second biggest Bible spreading 
nation in the world after America (could be 3d because China prints more Bibles than 
anyone).  In addition we have an incredible multitude of 5-fold ministries operating in 
our nations.  It is coming through the airways, on pulpits, the internet.  There is no 



shortage of Ezra Phase 2 ministry in our lands which is get the scriptures out to the 
people and get the teaching of the Word of God out to the people. 
 
Now it is time for Phase 3 the Ministry of Nehemiah. 
 
When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem sent by the Persian king with authority to clean 
up the political and economic situation in Jerusalem, and of course the backsliding 
condition of the people this is what he found: 
 
- the common people were in desperate financial trouble. 
- the feasts of the Lord and upkeep of the priestly and temple ministry was not being 
supported by the people.  The people complained that they have hardly any food or 
money for their own families how are they supposed to support the priests and 
temple? 
- he found that the people of Israel had so intermingled with the culture of the nations 
around them that there was no difference between them and the heathen in their 
behavior. 
- he found that an economic oppressive class of business people had brought the 
people into economic bondage and this elite was helped by a corrupt governing 
administration that was oppressing the people. 
 
Yes if you read the whole book of Nehemiah these were the actual conditions of the 
people of Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
And these spiritual and economic conditions were despite decades of the restoration 
of the Temple, decades of preaching and teaching by Ezra and his restored priethood. 
 
Where was the great promises of the prophets Haggai and Zacheriah who came with 
the first settlers, the promises of prosperity, the promises of the glory of the Lord in 
the city and the temple.  The promises of Jerusalem a light to the nations? 
 
Can you see where I am going with this? 
 
We have had decades of saturation church planting in all our cities.  We have had the 
Bible and scripture restored to us and decades of the ministry of the 5-fold ministry 
teaching our people.  We have had decades of "prosperity preaching". 
 
And where are we as a nation?  Are we a light to the world? Are we the place where 
the Lord has raised an "ensign" on our mountain and could say to the world look at 
my people in Southern Africa as an example to the world? 
 
Moe pertinently, what has the effect been in Zimbabwe of doubling the amount of 
churches from 1990 to 2000 to 20,000 churches.  Was there greater national blessing 
and prosperity for the nation after 2000 AD? 
 
Our people are mingled in with the heathen and our behavior by every statistic of 
crime or poverty of disease or quality of life or governance or corruption...we are one 
of the leaders of the world in every metric that is bad. 
 



It is time for honesty in our churches and our church leadership.  We cannot continue 
to the same things and hope for different outcomes.  It is time for a Nehemiah 
structural reformation. 
 
That is the journey we are on in this website, in this series of blogs, which by the way 
will form the basic ideas of my upcoming book "The City Church: Healing the 
Nations". 
 
I have already given you a peak in last week's blog on Nehemiah and his radical 
Jubilee economic program and his radical Feast of Tabernacles reformation. 
 
I want to elaborate these insights into a workable plan of action for us ahead. Along 
he way I will need to explain to you why the "Seven Mountains" strategy and it's 
"influence" based ideas will not work, why economic policy is important and why we 
need a new economic Nehemiah policy in the church that can be implemented. I need 
to describe to you how we can fulfill the vision of both Haggai and Zachariah of a 
"greater temple" and a greater Jerusalem is in our future and how to get there. 
 
The blog this week: 
I acknowledge the great work that has gone on before us.  The great church planters 
of saturation church planting.  I acknowledge the great work that our 5-fold ministries 
have done to teach and disciple the people of God. 
 
But it is time for a new move of God.  This will not be a "revival" as we are not trying 
to "revive" the past. This is move of God that is totally new in the history of the 
church. 
 
It is time to build the City of God as a platform on which the people of God can create 
wealth for the Kingdom of God, a place where everyone's ministry can find 
expression, a place where the glory of God is manifested to the world, a place for 
living waters to flow to heal the nations. 
 
That is the new Nehemiah paradigm and I want to explore with you we can get there. 


